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March 19, 1713-14. 


H O' the manner of your Writing to thoſo 
whom you yourſelf are pleas d to acknow- 
ledge your Superiours, gives me no manner 
of reaſon to expect, that you will take kindly the 
Reproofs of an Inferiour; yet the regard I have for 
Truth in general, and the Veneration which I have 
ſrom my Childhood been taught to pay to the 
"Epiſcopal Order, force me, as it were, to . if 1 
can make you ſenſible, how little you have uſed in 
your late Epiſtle to the Biſhop of Norwich, of that 
Submiſſien and Deference, which is due from a Prieſt 
ro a Biſhop. You ſeem, indeed, yourſelf ſenſtble 
of your being likely to be roo far tranſported by 
your honeſt and picus Zeal,. and therefore, think it 
neceſſary to beſpeak his Lordſhips Patience and 


, good Temper, Which, indeed, was very kind, when 


you found yourſelf inclined to do what you could 
to try both: Bur then I mult leave you ro judge 
whether you did your Country any Honour, in 
calling this Liberty you take, a true ENGLISH 
Freedom; ſince it ſeems to me, more like the Li- 
centiouſneſs of a Terre Filius, than the ingenuous Li- 
berry of a Man of Senſe and Learning, and thar 
Liberty which Engliſmen have hitherto ſo highly 
valued. A frankneſs of Temper and plainneſs of 
Speech, are Qualities which the Engliſh have been 
famous for: But tis only an aukward Mimick af 
that fincere diſpoſition of Mind, what you call Eng- 
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(4) 
liſh Freedom ; ſince it conſiſts in nothing elſe bur 
blackning your Adverſaries, and atrempring to fix 
on them, not only anjuſt, but falſe Accuſations. 
For whar elſe can any Body who ts at all acquaint- 
ed with our Engliſy Biſhops, think theſe Charges 
to be; That ſome of them are for obliging Enemies 
and giving up Friends; that they eſpouſe the Intereſt, 
and put themſelves under the Protection of ſuch Lead- 
ers, as believe cur very Creeds to be Popery, and our 
Sacraments Prieſtcraft ; that they are Fautors of the 
HILDEBRANDINE Doctrine of Reſiſtance; and 
that they oppeſe and deprave the Sacrifice, for which in 
the Primitive Church, any Biſhop would immediately 
have been obliged to give place to an Orthodcx $:c- 
ceſſor: Is not this Language very ſubmiſſive, and full 
of D. ference? I am afraid, if any Body, thovgh 
yeur Superiour, ſnould offer to treat you With this 
true Engliſh HFcedom, you would complain of 
bis Indecencies and Impertinencies, of his lighting 
and vilihing his Brethren, you would put him 
in mind of his endeavouring to put the Stamp of 
the Church's Authority upon his own private Opinions 
and even Faults, and impeaching all ſuch as will not 
admit them to be Current and Authentich, for Faction 
and Diſobedience ; you'd defire the Reaſon of his 
being ſo very angry ag to call you and others that 
are not of his Mind Puritans, Infidels and Traditers. 
This I have ſome reaſon to believe you won'd do, 
were you thus attacked, becauſe your Friends ſay, 
you once did thus expoſtulate the * Caſe with the 
Author of The Defence f Pluralities, when you were 
numbred among the ſort of Moderate Men; which 
you know was then, as it is now, amongſt our Su- 
per-conformiſts, to uſe your own Words, Scandal 
enough. And therefore I don't ar all wonder. ſince 
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* The Caſe of Pluralities, 1694. p. 2, 3, 4. 
„ you 


calmly, you wi 


CF) 
bw have alter d your Opinion of theſe Sons of rhe 
Church, as to think them Her Glory, whom be. 


fore you efteem'd Her Shamey, that you take ſo 
_much Pains to ſhew that you have noclaim to that Di- 


ſtinfiion. Now, Sir, give me leave to ask, if upon 
reading a Book wherein you was no way Perſonal- 
ly concern'd, nor ſo, any otherwiſe than as a xea- 
lous Antipluraliſt, your Heart was hot within you, and 
while you were muſing the Fire kindled, ſo that at 
the laſt you Jpote thus with your Tongue : What ex- 
preſſions of Reſentment might the World have ex- 
pected from you, had that Writer Perſonally reflected 
on you, as you bave done on the Biſhops of Oxford 
and Norwich? I confeſs, I am afraid, your Patience 
would have been quite broken, and your Temper 
utrerly loſt ; ar leaſt, if the Obſervarion be ar all 
well grounded, that Grand und Non-reſident Pluraliſts 
are the moſt unfit Men in the World to undergo ſuch 


ſevere Penaxces, 


If you pleaſe, Sir, to conſider things a little 

ll I hope, find rea ſon to believe that 
there is no more cauſe for thoſe Accuſations, with 
which, our of an honeſt and picus Zeal, you are ſo 
Charitable as to brand ſome of our Biſhops, than 
there was for thoſe angry Imputations on the Anti- 


pluraliſts, which you ſo juſtly reſented. But you 


truly obſerve, that Though our Church pretends not to 
Infallibility or Perfection, ye: SOM E who would be 


_ thought her CHOICEST SONS, ſeem to affect ſome- 


thingvery like it; and that upon all Occaſions, Men of 
their Spirit, when they are purſued by Arguments, tale 
themſelves to the Church, as a ſure Santtuary, and no 
Man muſt undertake to queſtion or contradict what 


they ſay, upon Peril of being look d upon and treated as 


Her Enemies, Pray conſider if this be not the true 
Caſe of theſe Biſhops on whom you reflect. They 
have been ſo unhappy as rt and contradict 
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(6) 
the Teners and Opinions of theſe choice Sons of the 
Church. They have nor been rame enough to ſub- 
mit to their Will and act in every thing as they 
would have had them. They accepted of Biſhop- 
ricks and Deaneries, which theſe: True Sons of the 
Church would fain have had, or kept themſelves. 
They unfortunarely thought, that A very great 
" park of our Nation having ſeparated themſelves 
* from the National Church, if Mediums might be 
found our to bring us to ſuch a right Underſtand- 
ing with each other, as would bring us to agree 
to worſhip God together, in Unity of the Spirit, 
in the Bonds of Peace, in Reverence and Godly 
© Fear, in the ſame Spirit of Truth, without ex- 
* clading Decency and Order; the ſeeking after 
them ought moſt earneſtly to be endeavour'd by 
* thoſe that have the weighty charge of Chriſt's 
Sheep and Lambs committed ro their Charge. 
They believed that Religion was not to be propa- 
gated by f Force and Compulfion, but that in caſe 
of miſtakes and difference in Opinions, Chriſtians 
ought to forbear one another in Love. And for 
theſe things have they been repreſented to the 
World as Men of pernicious Principles, as uſurping . 


+ Made 42 » anerrey Xeupteybis uh ie, H 
fizy rares Ta Tov dparrayoroey TIdIGHUAT EH 


Chryſ. de Sacerdo. Lib. II. 
FE, Ns eubeas arbeon®- dronrannben visto, 
monnys Sa To Thorui Ths TELY (uaTHIA;, Ths KAgTte 
eias Ths UuToporiis. OS » enxvoat meds Blay diy, wt 
evayxacai gobo , cela SG , mers Thu 
ANU, dyayer, cbs E FH,, Thu agxlw.id. 

11k in vos ſæviant, qui neſciant cum quo labore verum inveniatur, 
& quam difficile caveantur Errores: illi in vos ſæviant qui neſciant 
quanta cum difficultate ſanerur oculus interioris hominis, qui neſci- 
ant quantis ſuſpirĩis & gemitibus fiat ut ex quantulacunque parte 
poſſit cognoſei Deus; poſtremo illi in vos ſæviant qui nullo tali errore 


decepti ſunt quali vos decepros yident, Aug uſtin. Contra Epiſt. Mani. 
C, 2 . . - 8 0 
the 


c de... Ac. a A. A cc __ 


CY VWW. 0 


nnen ̃ © x 4 1 | 
the Epiſcopal Order, as Comprehenſwe Latitudinari- 
ans, as perfidious Prelates, who deluded the Legiflative 
Power to the Toleration of the Genevian Diſcipline, 
Bur now, Sir, ſay if you can, that this is doing 
Juſtice to theſe Great and Venerable Men. 80 
again they have been repreſented as Men of time- 
rous and daſtardly Spirits, and wanting in their Duty, 
in thundering out their Eccleſiaſtical Anathemas, E- 
ven you, Sir, are ſo kind as to intimate that they 
are not {0 zealous and reſolute Patrons of Ecclyſiaſtical 
Authority, as they ought to be; and that they are 
wanting in 3kreening their Prieſts from the Fury ef 
ſuch Eraſtian or Atheiſtical Demagogues, as would 
by vertue of civil Sanctions, violate and break through 
the Fences of Primitive Apoſtolical Previſions. And 
yer, I believe, you cannor mention ſo much as one 
of thoſe Apoſtolical Proviſions, that have been broke 


through by vertue of any Civil Sanctions eſtabliſhed 


— thoſe you call Eraſtian or Atheiſtical Demagogues. 
Tf you can, I think you ought to have done it. 
Parties as well as Perſons, have a right to Juſtice : 


And ſuch general Cenſures on whole Parties, (for I 
_ ſuppoſe, no Cleragogues are either Atheiſts or Eraſti- 


ans) are, as Sir Thomas Brown expreſſes it, as bloody 
a Thought in one way, as Nero's was in another, For 
by a Word we wound a thouſand, and at one blow, 


ee the Honour of a multitude of Men. In- 


ſtead then of ſuch general Declamations, be ſo juſt 
as to ſay, in what particular Inſtances any of our 
Biſnops have been wanting in their Zeal and Reſo- 
lution, in defence of Eccleſiaſtical Authority. Tell 
the World the Names of thoſe Prieſts, who have nor 
been skreen'd by them from the Fury of Eraſtian 


and Atheiſtical Demagogues. Proclaim aloud what 
thoſe Primitive and Apoſtolical Provifions are, which 


have been endeayour'd to be violated by vertue of 


Civil Sanctions. You ought not to be mealy 


Mouth'd, 


Mouth'd; nor do bi afraid of rhe Perſons of Men; 
'Tis very fit. we ſhould know theſe Eraſtian and 
Abeiſtical Demagogues, that ſo we may mark and 
avoid them. f Perhaps my Lords the Biſhops don't 
know them; ſince I am apt to fancy, if they did, 
they would not put themſelves under their Protection, nor 
be led by chem, Some of the Biſhops have ſurely gi. 
ven effedtual Demonſtration to the World, that they 
cau ſuffer in a Cauſe which they believe to be Good 
and Righteous. . Witneſs their Behaviour in K. James 
II. Reign, when you can't ſay that they conſulted t heiy 
own Safety, and took effttual care not to die Martyrs. 
And therefore I am verily perſwaded their Lordſhips 
don't want Courage to refuſe the Courtſhip of ſuch 
Demagogues as you mention, did they but know 
em to deſerve the Character which you give of em. 
Speak our then, name the Men who, you ſay, bear 
ſuch a moſt eſpecial Hatred to their Lordſbip : Order, and 
et court their Perſons. Here you'll, indeed, ſhew a 
true Engliſn Freedom; by this you'll convince us that 
you are endued with the true Chriſtian Parrheſa; 
and that God has not given you the Spirit of Fear, 
but of Power. But to talk in general Terms of Men 
who are Chriſtians at the Heart, eſpouſing the Inte- 
reſt, and putting themſelves under the Protection of 
Leaders, who are Republicans as to Civil Govern- 
ment, and whoſe Religion is Deiſm, is to act like 
the Peſtilence, which walketh in Darkneſs, and devours 
without diſtinction. That Man was much more 
Honeſt, who nam'd Archbiſhop Tillarſan, as having 
exactly Muggleton's Size of apprehending the Scrip- 
tures, or rather of Lucian s or Julians to mock and 
ſlander Chriſtianity out of the World. The Arch- 
biſhop was a Demagogue, I warrant, in this Man's 
Opinion, and you fee, whatever he was, he was 
ſomething worſe than an Eraſtian. But however 
ſevere this Reſſection may be, you can't but 8175 
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Man was above-board. He thought the Archbiſhop 
an Heretick, he had a mind he ſhould be avoided 
as ſuch, even after he was Dead, and therefore he 
plainly told the World whom he meant. Since to 
cry Fire, without letting People know where it is, 
ſerves only to confound and diſtract them, and is 
no way Inſtrumental towards putting it out. 0 
But you have been more Ingenuous in the other 
part of your Reflections; you have us d what you 
call a true 271 Freedom, and told my Lord Bi- 
ſnop of Norwich to his Face, that his Lordſhip is 
believed to be a Fautor of the Hildebrandine Doctrine 
of Reſiſtance. You elſewhere vouch for yourſelf 
that yon have always Studied Truth much more than 
Complaiſance, I hope you'll always do ſo. Fir 
tis pity that the time paſt of your Life ſhou'd 
ſuffice for that, and that now you ſhould be 
at liberty ro ſtudy neither Truth nor Complaiſance. 
His Lordſhip cannot, indeed, to uie your own 
Words, cure the jealous Heads, or ſilence the reproach- 
ful Tongues and Pens of his Adverſarics. But it 
does not, therefore, follow, that what they ſay of 
his Lordſhip is Truth. The Oath of MALE does 
ſufficiently inform you what the Hildebrandine Do- 
ctrine of Reſiſtance is, viz. That Princes Excommu- 
nicated or Deprived by the Pope, or any Authority of 
the See of Rome, may be Depoſed or Murthered by their 
SubjeRs, or any other whatſoever. This Oath his 
Lordſhip has taken, wherein he Swears, that he does 
from his Heart Abhor, Deteſt and Abjure, as Impious 
and Heretical, this dammable Doctrine and Poſition. 
And yer, you ſay, his Lordſhip is believed: ro be a 
Fiutor of this very Doctrine, which he has thus ſworn 
that he does from his Heart Abhor, Deteſt and Abjure, 
as Impious and Heretical, Don't you yourſelf think 
this hard, to believe a Man of his Lordſhips Cha- 
rafter, thus Falſe and Perjur'd? And ought we not 


to expect from you; full and evident Proof w 8 
| 9 
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Lordſhips being a Fautor of the Doctrine he has 
thus ſolemaly Abjured, in order to your juſtifying 
yourſelf for believing, or however reporting, ſo harſh 
a thing of his Lordſhip? And yer, you are pleas'd 
to let this Charge, this black and heinous Charge, 
go without ſo much as the leaſt tittle of any Proof 
to ſupport and juſtify it. When I firſt, indeed, 
read this, I ſuppoſed, that his Lordſhip had in his 
Speech ar Sacheverel's Tryal, pleaded for the Law- 
fulneſs and Juſtice of the Reſiſtance uſed at the late 
Happy Revolution, and, that that had ftirr'd up your 
honeſt and pious Zeal, to impure to his Lordſhip the 
being a Fautor of the Hildebrandine Doctrine of 
Reſiſtance ; bur peruſing that Speech, I found not a 
Word ro my Purpoſe, which ſtill made me ſtand 
more amazed ar your declaring in ſo publick a man- 
ner, that his Lordſhip was believed to be a Fautor 
of a Doctrine which he had ſo ſolemnly Abjured, 
as not only Impious and Heretical, but Damnable. 
J do believe, that his Lordſhip is well ſatisfy'd 
with the Juſtice of the Revolution, that he be- 
lieves the Reſiſtance then made to K. James II. in 
defence of our Laws and Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, was Lawful, and no ways forbidden by 
the Chriſtian Religion. Since as Evangelium non 
abolet Politeias: So, to uſe the preſent Lord Chan- 
cellor's Words, * Extraordinary Caſes, Caſes of Neceſ- 
* ſity, are always implied, . tho' nor expreſſed in the 
General Rule, and the Revolution was ſuch a Caſe as 
* oughr to be excepted out of the General Rule. The 
Reſiſtance uſed at the Revolution, I engage to ſhew 
you at any time, is nor at all inconſiſtent with the 
Doctrine of the Church of England, and with the 
Law of England. But what then? Is it therefore 
the Hildebrandine Doctrine of Reſiſtance, and can we 
not approve of the one, without being Fautors of the 
other > God forbid. Surely there is ſome difference 
betwixt a Peoples defending their Laws and Nn 
| u 


i 

1 
8 
2 
Y 
8 
5 
” 
- 
e 


_ 


"al Conſtitution, againſt a Prince, who being miſled 


Ul 


yy evil-Counſellors, endeayours to ſubvert and ex- 
irpate their Religion, and the Laws and Liberties 
of the Kingdom, of which they are Members; and 
heir Depoſing or Murdering their Righeful and Law- 
ful Prince, who has uſed no Endeavours to extir- 


7 their Religion, and ſubvert their Laws and 


iberties, only becauſe he is Excommunicated or 
Deprived by the Pope, &c. If there be not, what 
Opinion muſt we have of the Wiſdom and Probity 
of the States of the Nation, who, at the ſame time 
that they approved of the Revolution, and pleaded 
for the Reſiſtance, then uſed as juſt and neceſſary, 
Abjured ſuch a Reſiſtance as the Hildebrandine Do- 
crine teaches as Impious, Heretical and Damnable? 


1 am ſenſible that there are ſome among us, who 


would fain have it, that at the Revolution there was 


no Reſiſtance. But this is a Fact that is ſo plain 


and notorious, as that I am confident, no one will 


deny ir, who minds what he ſays. Mr. Dodd truly 
"repreſents the Caſe of the Revolution, when he tells 


the Lords, that the Laws were overturn'd, Pope- 


© ry was coming in upon us, Property ſignify'd no- 


* thing, and therefore the People of England, being 
invited by his late Majeſty, did reſort to the laſt 


Remedy, even that of Neceſſity, and that Neceſſity 


did induce Reſiſtance, and juſtify them in it. 
Tho'I have not the Honour of being known ro 


the Lord Biſhop of Norwich, yet] dare to aſſure you, 


that if his Lordſhip be a Fautor of the Doctrine of 


| Reſiſtance, it is no other than this; a Reſiſtance in 


cCaſe of abſolute Neceſſity, when an utter Subverſion of 


the Laws of the Realm, threatens the whole Frame 
of a Conſtitution, and no Redreſs can otherwiſe be 


hoped far. This I aſſert with ſomething the more 


{ 


Confidence, becauſe I find this Doctrine thus ſtared 


by the Managers of the Commons, who, I ſuppoſe, 


may be, in your Opinion, me of thoſe Eraſtian 


Dema- 


* 
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' Demagogues, whom you intimate that his Lordſhip 
- courts, and permits himſelf, to be courted. by. Thus 
Mr. Walpole, - © Reſiſtance, ſays be, is no where E- 
* nacted to be Legal, but ſubjected, by all the Laws 
no in being, to the greateſt Penalties: 'Tis what 
is not, cannot, nor oughr ever to be deſcribd, or 
© affirm'd\ in any poſitive - Law to be excuſable: 
When, and upon what never to be expected Oc- 
caſions, it may be exerciſed, no Man can foreſee ; 
and ought never to be thought of; but when an 
utter Subverſion of the Laws of the Realm threat- 
ens the whole Frame of a Conſtitution, and no 
Redreſs can otherwiſe be hoped for: It therefore 
does, and ought for ever to ſtand in the Eye and 
VLetter of the Law, as the higheſt Offence. So Sir 
John Holland, The general Rules of Obedience may, 
upon a real Neceſſity, admit a lawful Exception; 
and ſuch a neceſſary Exception we aſſert the Rævo- 
© {ution to be. Tis with this view of Neceſſity, on- 
* ly Abſolute Neceſſity of preſerving our Laws, Li- 
| © berties and Religion: Tis with this Limitation- 
that we defire to be underſtood, when any of us 
_ © ſpeak of Reſiſtance in general. The Neceſſity of the 
* Reſiſtance at the Revolution, was at that time Ob- 
.© vious to every Man. So Mr. Hadly, (who you 
know has been charg'd with Preaching up Rebellion in 
the State; by the ſame Figure, I ſuppoſe, that you F, 
uſe when you reflect on the Biſhops, as being led by 
Atheiſts and Republicans,) ſets down the Doctrine 
he has taught. Suppoſing it true that Governors at 
contrary to the end of their Inſtitution, and invade the 
| Rights of their Subjets, and attempt the ruin of that 
Society over which they are placed: It is Lawful and 
Glorious for SubjeRs to conſult the Happineſs of the Pub- 
lick, and of their Poſterity after them, by OPPOSING 
and RESISTING ſuch Governors. You ſee, Sir, here 
is no teaching the lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, - on any 
Pretence whatſoever: But on the contrary, Subjects 
| | oppoling | + 
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and. reſiſting their Governors, is expreſly 
limited ro ſuch Governors, as act contrary to the 
end of their Inſtitution, who inyade the Rights of 1 
their Subjects, and attempt the Ruin of that Socie- | 


= 
— 


oppoſing 


ty over Which they are placed. And this is no more 
than as you have been told, not by an Atheiſtical, 
Eraſtian Demagogue, but by an eminent, zealous 
. Cleragogue, that Sunt ſane qui licere hoe contendunt, 
Viri graves & boni; quique in tuendis Regum juribu, 
in reprimenda Populi Licentia multam ipſi Operam 
atque utilem poſuere. © That ſuch a Reſiſtan® has been 
| * contended for as Lawful, by great and good Men, 
| * who have themſelves very much and uſefully La- 
* boured in Defence of the Rights of Princes, and 
_ © reſtraining the Licentiouſneſs of the People. I hope, 
Sir, when you have ſeriouſly conſider'd this, you'll 
| have a better opinion of our Biſhops, and impure 
the falſe and unjuſt Charge brought by you againſt 
his Lordſhip in particular, to your not conſidering, 
or not underſtanding what the Doctrine is, of which 
you {z.y, his Lordſhip is a Fautor. 
If, as ſome Men have affirm'd, it be the Doctrine 
of the Chriſtian Religion, © That all Subjects are 
* obliged ro pay an unlimited, abſolute, and un- 
conditional Paſſive Obedience: That all Reſiſt ance 
is utterly unlawful, on any Pretence whatſoever, 
and let the Neceſſity be never ſo Abſolute: If it be 
a Sin, which by the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, is certainly Damnable without Repentance: 
And if our Repentance ſigniſies nothing without 
our doing all we can to amend the Evil we have 
done, and to make all poſſible Reſtitution to thoſe 
we have wrong d: If this, I ſay, be the Caſe, how 
are you, and I, and every Body, who bas ſubmit- 
ted to the Government as ſettled at the Revolution, 
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che &berters of a proſperous Rebellion and iHlegal ſur] 
pation? You may fancy, Sir, what you pleaſe, bur 
by your raking the Oaths, your acknowledging rhe 
late King to be lawful and rightful King of theſe 
Realms, you have as explicirely favoured that Re- 


rr 


ſiſtance Which was uſed at the Revolution, as if you 


had actually been in that Prince's Army. Since if 
- Qui tacet conſentiri videtu?, much more muſt you be 
.thoughr'to do ſo, who have ſworn to bear faithful 
and true Allegiance to him who Headed thoſe, who 


reliſted the King; and who have put up ſo many 


Prayers to Almighty God in his Behalf, ro implore 


aBlefſing on his Fleets and Armies, to fight his Bat- 


tles, and to bleſs him with Victory and Succeſs, 


when you in your own Conſcience knew, that thoſe 
Fleers and Armies were ſent forth, and thoſe Bat- 
tles fought, in oppoſition to that very Prince, who 
was once your lawful Sovereign, and who ſtill aſ- 
ſerted a Right to the Crown of theſe Kingdoms. 


In ſaying this, I don't deſign to check or upbraid - 


you for what you have done. I, my ſelf, really 
Honour you for ir, and think you never ſo properly 
acted with a true Engliſh Freedom, as when you thus 
join'd with the States of the Realm, in aſſerting 


their Legal Rights and Liberties. - But what I in- 


tend, is to convince you of the great Partiality of 


Four cenſuring the Biſhop of Norwich, for being a 


Fautor of a Doctrine, which you yourſelf muſt ei- 


_ -rher allow to be true, or elſe condemn yourſelf for 


a Rebel. Pardon me, Sir, that I am fo plain, for 


that I can ſee no other Conſequence than this, if 
there be no poſſible Caſes in which Reſiſtance ro Go- 


vernors is Lawfu!. That there was a Neſſtance in 


- the Revolution, is as plain as that the Sun ſhines at 


Noon: day: It is as plain, that had it not been for 


(uch a Reſiftance, both chen and afterwards, neither 
the late K. Hiliam and Q. Mary, nor Her preſent 


Majeſty, 


— 


* * , 
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(15) | 
Majeſty, whom God long Preſerve, had ever (4& 
upon the Throne of thele Kingdoms. And if ther” 
this Reſiſtance be unlawful, and what carries with it- 
ſure and certain Damnation, judge you, Sir, of the 
Conſequence. * £ 
I might ſurthor plead in the behalf of my Lord 

Biſhop of Norwich, that if his Lordſhip be a Fus 
of this Doctrine, his being ſo is no impeachmen*- 
of, or inconſiſtent with his Epiſcopal Character ;- 
- fince as the Biſhop is a Lord of Parliament, he has» 
on that Account, a right ro judge of a Queſtion at 
a Political Nature, as I take this to be. To uſe: 
the Words of the Gentleman I mentioned above. 
Whether there be any other Cauſe, beſides that 
Jof our being commanded any thing contrary to- 
ö * the Law of God, for our being releaſed from the” 
- Obligation we are under, to be ſubject to the 
higher Powers, Chriſt and his Apoſtles have not 
1 determined. Such Caſes as theſe, are therefore 
y to be fought for from Lawyers, from thoſe who+ 
* treat of Political Theſes, from the Laws, and- 
8 from the ſeveral Forms of Government which are- 

g *. peculiar almoſt to every Nation. And if there- 
| - 
f 
4 


fore, his Lordſhip, by conſulting with our Lawyers, 
peruſing our Laws, and conſidering our Engliſh Go- 
vernment, is perſwaded that the Reſiſtance at the 


i- Revolution was conſiſtent with the Law of England 
Ir How, I pray, is his thinking fo, at all injurious ro» 
Ir his Epiſcopal Character? And why muſt ſo odious 
it an Imputation be fixed on his Lordſhip, as that of- 
- his being a Fautor of the Hildebrandine Doctrine of- 
in Reſiſtance? Sir Thomas Smith, who wrote The Com- 


at mon-wealth of England, affirms, that the moſt high 
or and abſolute Power of the Realm of England, con- 
er Sifteth in the Parliament. And he gives this Reaſon- 
nt or it, that what is conſented to and allowed there, 
ty. is the Princes and whole Realms Deed: And yet, Sir 
7 1 Thomas + 


>” Thomas was no Atheiſtical or Eraſtian Demidgogue- 
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The preſent Lord Chancellour affirms the ſame, chat 
the Supreme Power in this Kingdom, 1s the Leg:ſlative 
Power. Nay, a Man whom you have given me 
ſiome reaſon to think you believe greater than theſe, 
has aſſerted, rhat * The Auguſt Court of the Houſe 
* of Lords, have a Directive Power and Moral Supe- 
riority over the Prince, bur no Coercive Power or 
Authority; and when he breaks out into Arbi- 
trary and Illegal Courſes, they may put the Bridle 
of the. Law, in a Moral way upon him, by Ad- 
2 monition, Connſel, Intreaties and Advice; and 
this he calls Civil Reſiſtance. And yer you'll fee, 
that this Gentleman is ſo far from being of the 
Mind of the two great Men juſt now mentioned, 
That the Supreme Power in this Kingdom is in the 
Parliament,” or the 3 Power, that he aſſerts, 
That the Kings and Queens of this Realm, are 
Supream in their Dominions, and are furmiſned 
with Plenary, whole and entire Power and Maje- 
e * ty, and that the Parliament are no way Sharers - 
in the Sovereignty, Mr. Dodd ſpeaks it as the 
Sen{ſ# of not only himſelf, but thoſe Learned Gen- 
tlemen who had undertaken to defend the Doctor, 
That they agreed, that the Law of the Land is the” 
| Meaſure ef the Prince's Authority, and the © People's 
Rights; A great and illuſtrious Prelate, now with 


| _ G6d; hi obſerved- the ſame before, that here in 


England, where © We are ſo happy as to live under 
a Legal Eſtabliſnment, the Publick Laws muft | 
< govern and ſteer our Actions, and be the Rule of 
our Obedience, and not rhe Prince's private Plea-+ 
©/ſare. So that the Subject is anſwerable for every 
thing he doth again Law, even when He doth ir 
by the King's Command. Now pray conſider, 


_ 
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7d „ 
Main Orcaſion of it has been, that * Men of Lean? 3 
ing and profeſt Piety, have ſo bare. ſacedly tempo- 
rized, and in fo mutinous a manner, diſperſed their 4 
ſeditious Clamours and complaints of Grievances: _ -} 
With what Inhumanity and Irreverence was the 
late King treated? In how broad Terms was it ſug⸗ 
geſted of him that he was 4 Prince of no Religion ® 
And this too by Men who had accepted of Digni- 
ties of him, and profeſs'd ro own him as rightful 
and lawful King. How was his Majeſty ſlandered, 
as promoting Men with a Deſigu to make them hit 
Tools to ruin the Church? And can you think thas 
fuch a Treatment of a Crowned Head, aud thar 
too, by thoſe who were bound by Duty and Princi- 
ple to revere and honour him: Can you, I ſay, think 
thar ſuch foul and ſcandalous Practices would paſs 
ä unobſerved d + No, depend upon it, that theſe things 
i have contributed more to the depreſſing the Order 
of Prieſthood, than all that either you or your 
Non: juring Friends have either faid or wrote in be- 
1 half of its Dignity, has done to ſuppott it. I a6 _ 
I ſure yon, Sir, I don't intend to inſult or abuſe either 
boa or then, ' F heartily wiſh there had been no Oc- 
„ eaſion for this. But I can't for my Life tliink thoſe. 
# | to be ourrrurft and faſteſt Friends, who ever ſince 
p rheir being Non-jurors, have done all they can to 
F divide us and fill us with Fealonſies and Fart of one 
7 another; and in order to that, have departed from 
* {| their on avow'd Principles, and profeſs d Tenets, 
asl am prepared to ſhew at any time. I conelude 
; 
— 
1 
C 
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with the Words of a late Writer. The Biſhops do 


— 
_— WY — — 
ä *** 1 


—_— ˙ ö .mD.. 


* 'ArSeds inibart; Y monroe Woekus #Muusnld; 
NL A H @fpes Thy BadBl, Chr. de Sacer. Lib. III. 
8 tou yay Serv, I der Puvatov,Te TAY ie νuνννινννπννß² 
— zh, GANG Hy u⁰,j rea TAY has x,! 
bs virgra, Chryſ. de Sacerdotio, Lb. III. 


- 
BD ao — r 


> 

- —— 

4 — — — - 
ay 


— 
3 
— 


——— 
a> * LY 
« IF. ha 
* 4 
% = 
p « 
KC 
d * 1 , 
5 
4 . 
* 4 * 
x 


— ” 


o 
/ — W- 


— — N 
—— — — 2 — — 
” 


N 

not ſee as yer any great reaſon to expect much 
© better Uſage than they have hitherto met with, 
unleſs the Promotion of thoſe that oppoſe them, 
©: ſhould by degrees rectify this eager Spirit chat is 
gone cut againſt them. And 'till that can be 
brought about, (for you know tis only Time. and 
Mortality, can remedy the Inconveniencies of the 
preſent Biſhops living ;) I would adviſe you rather, 
to ſend up your Obſervations on the B.ſhop's Coa- 
duct, ro the Examiner, and-nor, however, be ſeen 


yourſelf ro dip your Hands in Work fo unſuirable 


to your Prieſtly Order, as you muſt ailow calum- 
niandi rabies, & quæ longe Pejor eſt, calumniarum 


avide admittendarum facilitas to be. I hope I have 
not in any thing I have faid, traduced or delated you; 
I am ſure I have not in any thing wilfaly miſrepre- 


ſented you. And I dare to aſſure you, that it is not 


the proſpect of any Reward, that has made me ſig- 
nalize my Zeal for his Lordſhip. Bur if it be every 
Chriſtians Duty to vindicate his Neighbour when he 
knows he is wrong'd, it is certainly much more ſo to 
vindicate the Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, when 
traduced and delated, by thoſe who ought to be their 
beft Friends. For you muſt think, that in this how - 
ever they agree with you , that the Accuſations 
brought againſt them, have their edge very much- 
ſharpened by this one Conſideration, That they come 
from the Tongues or Pens of thoſe of their own Com- 
munion. And how much this is a Demonſtration 
that their Lordſhips Adverſaries do too much Symbo- 
lize with the hot, bigotted Fanaricks, and are learn- 
ing their Language and Logick, I muſt leave to your 
cooler, and leſs-partial Judgment to conſider. 
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Form of 3 for the Fiſth | 
J November. 


—  - De bleſs thee foz giving his 
late Majeſty a ſafe arrival here, and 
foz making all Dppolition fall befoze 
him, *till he became our * and Go⸗ 
vernoz, 
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